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NEWS BRIEFS 


Conserve Water 

Tallil Tent City residents are re- 
minded to conserve water as 
much as possible. This includes 
taking “Combat Showers” once- 
per-day and ensuring latrine fix- 
tures are not left running before 
departing the latrine tents. 


Tent City Traffic Prohibited 
Vehicle trattic im Tent City 
is now prohibited with the 
exception of emergency ve- 
hicles responding to calls or 
vehicles performing infra- 
structure work. The follow- 
ing rules apply: 

1. No parking within 100 feet 
of the tents. Parking is only per- 
mitted up to the Jersey barriers 
on the north and south sides of 
Tent City. 

2. No one is permitted to drive 
between tents unless on emer- 
gency response or doing offi- 
cial work on Tent City infra- 
structure such as CES, COMM 
or SVS. 

3. No one is authorized to de- 
liver luggage direct to their 
tents. Luggage will be carried 
from the parking areas. 

4. No driving through the bil- 
leting area of Tent City. If there 
is a need to drive from one 
parking lot to the other, drive 
around the outside of the Hesco 
wall. 


FREE MAIL 

FREE MAIL is limited to per- 
sonal letters or sound recorded 
correspondence (to include 
video tapes) weighing 13 
ounces or less. Remember to 
write “FREE MAIL” in the up- 
per right hand corner of the 
envelope. 

All business correspondence 
(including bill payments) must 
have proper postage affixed. 
Film and disposable cameras 
are no longer authorized for 
FREE MAIL. The USAF Post 
Office does not accept checks, 
credit or debit cards -- cash 
only. 
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THANKS FOR SERVING: Air Force Vice Chief of Staff Gen. Robert “Doc” Foglesong congratulates Staff Sgt. 
Brian House, 407th Expeditionary Operation Support Squadron, following his reenlistment ceremony Tuesday. General 
Foglesong visited the base this week as part of a CENTCOM AOR tour. 


Foglesong visits Tallil AB 


LJ Air Force Vice Chief 
of Staff meets deployed 
members on two-day visit 
by 2nd Lt. Daniel DuBois 
407th AEG Public Affairs 


The Air Force Vice Chief of 
Staff visited here Monday and 
Tuesday during a tour of the Cen- 
tral Command area of responsibil- 
ity. 

General Robert “Doc” 
Foglesong said that he came to 
Tallil delivering two important 
messages. “First of all, there are 
great airmen a long way from 
home and it’s important they 
know their leadership is thinking 
about them. And second, the air- 
men need to know how much the 
American public is behind them.” 

Sharing a meal with the troops 
Monday, the general told a story 
illustrating the support of the 
American people for the military. 
As he was flying into a civilian 


airport recently in a military 
plane, the air traffic controller 
thanked him for his service. Soon 
several other planes flying nearby 
got on the radio and thanked him 
too. 

“It has not been forgotten by 
anybody in the United States what 
the airmen here are doing day in 
and day out. I want to thank you 
for bringing your courage,” Gen- 
eral Foglesong said. 

The general also emphasized 
that airmen are not doing it alone. 
It is the combined effort between 
the different services that is get- 
ting the job done. 

The bottom line for the ground 
commanders today is that they get 
support. Whether they get it from 
the ground or from the sky, they 
want the cover needed to com- 
plete their mission. The Air Force 
is providing ground forces with a 
range of capabilities to choose 
from every day, explained 
Foglesong. 


“In 30 years of service I’ve 
never seen teamwork any better 
between the services — I (credit) 
the airmen serving in the Central 
Command AOR,” Foglesong 
said. 

Many of those same airmen are 
in the first of two 120-day Air Ex- 
peditionary Force rotations. The 
general referred to AEFs Blue and 
Silver as the mechanism for get- 
ting the Air Force’s deployment 
rotations back to normalcy in 240 
days. The plan is ultimately to 
return to pre-Operation Iraqi 
Freedom operations and resume 
the rotational AEF battle rhythm. 

“It allows us to reconstitute 
our forces in the most graceful 
way — ultimately to be ready to 
go again if needed,” Foglesong 
said. 

The requirement to deploy is 
often demanding, not only on the 


airmen who deploy, but also on 


See General, Page 2 





Safety First 


by Master Sgt. Mike Andrzejewski 
407th AEG Safety Office 


H™ in Ground Safety it’s our job 
to ensure the safety of over 
1,400 Air Force personnel along with 
our coalition partners. 

We all need to be aware that just 
because we are in Iraq, we cannot toss 
safety out the window. 

With very few exceptions, the same 
rules that apply back home need to be 
followed here. 

If you have to ask yourself, “Is this 
safe?” the odds are good that it’s not. 
Don’t endanger your life, or the lives 
of other servicemembers by taking 
unnecessary risks -- even in a deployed 
environment like the one we have here 
at Tallil Air Base. 

On a case-by-case basis using 
Operational Risk Managment, com- 
manders can deviate from established 
safety practices only when necessary 
for mission enhancement and when the 
benefit outweighs the risk. 

Since the safety staff cannot be 
everywhere on base, we need the help 
of everyone from A1Cs to Commanders 
to look out for each other. I know of 
nothing more harmful to the morale of 
our people than a friend or co-worker 
losing their life. 

For the next four months we are all 
extended family members. Look out for 
your coworker’s safety as you would 
look out for your own family’s safety 
back home. 





EDITORIAL STAFF 


The Tallil Times / Aug 1, 2003 


Page 2 


Oasis of Peace Chapel annex opens 


by Airman 1st Class 
Kara Philp 


407th AEG Public Affairs 


The Oasis of Peace Chapel 
annex was dedicated and opened 
to Tallilians at a ribbon cutting 
ceremony Sunday. 

Col. Kevin Williams, 407th 
Air Expeditionary Group acting 
commander, and Chaplain (Lt. 
Col.) Roger Ericson, 407th AEG 
group chaplain, cut the ribbon 
and Chaplain (Capt.) Eugene 
Theisen, 407th AEG Catholic 
chaplain, gave the dedication 
prayer. 

The annex, which is opened 
24 hours a day, is used by vari- 
ous groups for everything from 
bible studies to choir practice or 
a private place for counseling. 

“T use it as a private place for 
scheduled time for the Sacra- 
ment of Reconciliation,” Chap- 
lain Theisen said. 

Confessions will take place 
in the annex from 5 to 5:40 p.m. 
Saturday afternoons. 

“We (also) have various 
tapes to play on the VCR,” 


General 
From Page I 


the families left behind. The airmen here at Tallil 
are able to focus on their mission because some- 
one is back home running the family and making 
the decisions that need to be made, explained 


Foglesong. 


“The sacrifices that Air Force families make have 
not gone unnoticed by either the Secretary of the Air 
Force or the Chief of Staff,” the general said. 

According to the general, the Air Force leader- 
ship has developed many mechanisms to help fami- 
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— Photo by Airman 1st Class Kara Philp 
A RIBBON CUTTING: Col. Kevin Williams, 407th AEG acting 
commander, and Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Rodger Ericson, 407th AEG group 
chaplain, cut the ribbon on the Oasis of Peace Chapel annex Sunday. 
Chaplain Theisen said. “We 
hope to have the DVD player 
up and running soon. 

“T think the annex is impor- 
tant simply for the fact that it 
can be a quiet and cool place 
for someone to take a break to 
relax, read or watch a video,” 
Theisen said. “We just had 
someone in the office today who 
commented that it was his day 
off and he had one of the best 
days he’s had here just being 
able to use the annex.” 

According to Chaplain 
Ericson, the shelter itself was or- 





dered by the previous chapel team 
and arrived July 16. 

After the materials arrived, Staff 
Sergeants Jonathan Mathe and John 
Virden, 407th AEG Chapel assis- 
tants, began work on the deck, book- 
shelf and entertainment center for 
the annex. 

“CE provided all of the wood we 
needed for our multiple self-help 
projects,” Chaplain Ericson said. 
“Because of Sergeant Virden and 
Mathe we were able to save the gov- 
ernment a lot of money and free up 
the CE folks to work on other 
projects.” 


lies during deployments. It is fundamental to an 
effective Air Force for our airmen to be confident 
someone is providing for the needs of their fami- 
lies back home. 

“Tt was good to hear the general’s concern for us 
here at Tallil and also for our families,” said 2nd Lt. 
Spencer Thomas, a services officer at the 407th Air 
Expeditionary Group. “For me, knowing that my fam- 
ily is safe and secure back at home gives me the peace 
of mind to focus on the mission.” 


staff located in the Wing 


duly authorized publication for Operations Center (WOC) or 
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members of the U.S. military 
serving in lraq. Contents of 
the TALLIL TIMES are not 
necessarily the views of, or 
endorsed by the U.S. 
Government, the Department 
of Defense, the Department 
of the Air Force, or the 
Department of the Army. 

The content is edited, 
prepared and provided by the 
Tallil Air Base Public Affairs 
Office. All photographs are 
U.S. Air Force photographs 
unless otherwise indicated. 
The TALLIL TIMES accepts 
stories, photographs and 
commentaries, which may be 
submitted to the Public Affairs 


can be sent directly to the 
newspaper at 


tallil.times@tlab.aorcentaf.af.mil. 


Deadline for publication is 2 
p.m. Thursday before the week 
of publication. All submissions 
are editied for content and Air 
Force Jouralistic style. 
Submission of articles and 
photos does not guarantee 
publication. The editor reseres 
the right to publish, reject and 
edit all news stories in 
accordance withthe TALLIL 
TIMES editorial policy. For 
more information, visit the PA 
office located in the WOC, call 
459-0014, or e-mail the staff at 
407 .pa@tlab.aorcentaf.af.mil 





IN BRIEF 


All times are local. 





Worship is at 407th AEG Chapel, 
unless otherwise noted. 


Catholic 

Daily Mass 

Monday - Friday 6 p.m. 

Vigil Mass 

Saturday, 6 p.m. 

Sunday Mass 

Sunday, 8 a.m. 

RCIA/Adult Education 
Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 

POC: Ch. Theisen, 459-0038 


Noon Prayer/Praise 
Monday through Friday, 11 a.m. 


Protestant 

Contemporary Liturgical 
Communion 

Saturday, 7:30 p.m. 
Traditional 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 

Liturgical Communion 
Sunday, 10:45 a.m. 

Gospel Service 

Sunday, 11:45 a.m. 
Contemporary "Non-denomina- 
tional" 

Sunday, 7 p.m. 

POC: Ch. Ericson, 459-0038 


Latter Day Saints 
Lay-Led Service 
Sunday, 2 p.m. 

POC: Staff Sgt. Hager, 
573-1107 
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Muslim 

Prayer 

Daily, 12:30 p.m., 63rd Signal 
Battalion 

Daily, Sunset, 63rd Signal 
Battalion 


AF and Army Notices 


Morale Calls 
Do not use workplace phones for 
morale call purposes. 


Driving on Base 

Speed limits on base are 30km/ 
18mph during the day and 10km/ 
6mph at night. Helmets are required 
in all tactical All-Terrain Vehicles 
(ATV’s) and “Gators.” 


Run Routes 

Running in groups of two or larger 
is authorized in two locations: from 
the BX/PX parking lot and off the 
main gate road toward the burn pit. 
The required uniform is T-shirt and 
shorts or pants. Running is not au- 
thorized on any other road. 


Ammunition Storage 

The 38th Ordnance Group provides 
ammunition storage for units on 
Tallil Air Base. Contact Mr. 
Matheson at 573-1258 for more in- 
formation. 


Unexploded Ordnance 

Do not touch unexploded ordnance. 
Do not travel off the hardpack except 
in areas cleared by EOD. There are 
still thousands of UXO on this base. 
Army - Report all UXO to "Bomber 
Base" on tactical radios or call 573- 
1074. Air Force - Report all UXO 
to "Command Post" on the CC Net 
or call the Command Post at 459- 
0000 or EOD at 459-0108/9. 


are changt 


Ziggurat of Ur 

Visits to the Ziggurat require a pass. 
For information, U.S. Army person- 
nel may call 573-1107. 


Air Force Services has expanded its 
tour schedule to include two after- 
noon visits to the Ziggurat. For 
more information, call the Air Force 
Rec. Center at 459-0121. 

The schedule is as follows: 


Saturdays, Tuesdays, Thursdays: 
10 a.m. (show time of 9:30 a.m. at 
the Rec. Center). 


Sundays and Wednesdays: 
2 p.m. (show time of 1:30 p.m. at 
the Rec. Center). 


Bring helmet, flack jacket and 
weapon. 


AF Volunteers neeted 
Volunteers are needed for 5K Fun 
Runs. For more information, call 
Amn Bret Lockerbie at 459-0118. 


Volunteer drivers are needed for 
Ziggurat Tours. For more 
information, call Tech. Set. 
Bernard Ashlock at 459-0117. 


Be a UPAR! 

What’s a UPAR? It’s a Unit 
Public Affairs Representative. 
UPARs are the eyes and ears of 
your deployed Public Affairs staff. 


Help us recognize your unit, 
mission or outstanding personnel. 
For more information on how you 
can be a UPAR, call Master Set. 
Don Perrien at 459-0014. 
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A0Tth ESVS News 
“The Hot Spot’ Rec. Center 


A Halo Xbox Tournament is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. today. Sign 
up is available until 5 p.m. 


A Monopoly Tournament is 
scheduled for 3 p.m. Sunday. 
Sign up is available until noon on 
the day of the event. 


A Chess Tournament is scheduled 
for 7 p.m. Monday. Sign up is 
available until 5 p.m. Monday 
evening. 


A Spades Tournament is sched- 
uled for 7 p.m. Thursday. Sign up 
is available until Thursday at 4 
p.m. 


A Madden Playstation 2 Tourna- 
ment is scheduled for 7 p.m. Aug. 
8. Sign up is available until 5 
p.m. the day of the event. 


Cricket Cinema presents: 


8 Mile - Today at 9 p.m. 
Ghost Ship - Tomorrow at 9 p.m. 
The Evil Dead - Sunday at 9 p.m. 


“Muscle Beach’ Fitness 
Center 

A Tug-O-War tournament is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. Sunday. 
Sign up 1s available until Aug. 2 
at 8 p.m. 


Intramural Volleyball Season 
begins this week. Game times are 
slated for 7, 7:45, 8:30 and 9:15 
p.m. 


2nd Lt. Daniel DuBois 
Chief of Public Affairs 


daniel.dubois@tlab.aorcentaf.af.mil 


Master Sgt. Don Perrien 
Editor 


donald.perrien@tlab.aorcentaf.af.mil 


.. and so ts the “Talli! Times” staff 


For those of you interested in submitting 
stories, photos or Hometown News Releases, 
please contact your public affairs staff. 


Airman Ist Class 
Kara Philp 
Staff Writer 


kara.philp@tlab.aorcentaf.af.mil 








by Airman 1st Class Kara Philp 


407th AEG Public Affairs 
ccording to Webster’s Dictionary, the 
Aisin of a convoy is “to accom 
pany or escort, usually for protec- 
tion” or “any group of military vehicles 
traveling together under the same orders.” 

One of the missions of the 407th Expedi- 
tionary Security Forces Squadron 1s just that. 
Having conducted more than 70 convoys since 
March and moving the equivalent of 800 C- 
130 loads worth of logistical and support 
material, convoys have played a vital role at 
Tallil since Day One. 

Being the first security forces unit in Iraq 
after the war started, the unit heavily relied 
upon their teamwork and training. 

“It’s been a team effort from the word 
‘go’,” Tech. Sgt. George Stengel, 407th ESFS 
squad leader. “Since we deploy as a unit, we 
know what’s expected of us before we arrive. 

“We’re going to do the mission no matter 
what and we’re out there to protect each 
other,” he said. 

The Air Force has modified other routines 
of defense to best fit the mission — tighter 
security being one example. 

“We tailor each type of convoy to what that 
threat is,” Stengel said. “There is no doubt 
we’ve run through several ambush points, but 
what others consider permissive — we don’t. 

“Injury or loss of life in unacceptable,” he 
said. “A zero casualty rate is our only casualty 
rate.” 

In addition to “Red Tail,” which was the 
process of moving Al Jaber Air Base, Kuwait, 
to Tallil, convoy teams are also responsible for 
the food being shipped to Tallil. 

“Any Air Force asset or contracted asset 
that arrives at or leaves from Tallil — we’re 
going to attach a security element to it, be it 
civilian or military,” said Master Set. 
Lawrence Rettele, 407th ESFS operations 
superintendent. 

After four months of eating MREs and 
UGRs, the 407th ESFS and Expeditionary 
Services Squadron got together to begin 
convoys bringing food to Tallil. 

“We'd all be eating MREs and UGRs 
forever if it weren’t for the convoys,” said 
Airman Ist Class Jesse Rancourt, 407th ESFS 
M203 gunner (grenade launcher). 

Although convoys may mean the differ- 
ence between fresh or packaged food for all 
Tallilians, convoys are not just for expedition- 
ary security forces. 

“We conduct convoys in peacetime and war 
time and they’re tailored to the needs of each 
particular mission,” Rettelle said. 

Rancourt, who participated in his first real 
world convoy from Al Jaber to Tallil, said the 


#3 The Tallil Times / Aug 1, 2003 


Page 4 





Photo by Airman 1st Class Kara Philp 


A READY TO ROLL: Tech. Sgt. George Stengel, 407th ESFS squad leader, (left) and Airman ‘st 
Class Aaron Evenson, 407th ESFS fire team member rifleman, communicate with other vehicles 


during a recent convoy from Tallil to Kuwait. 


extensive convoy training and preparation 
made him feel prepared. 

“We train for everything and (I was) ready 
to put some rounds down range,” he said. 

Stengel said the goal with training is for 
procedures to become second nature. 

“When a situation arises, we automatically 
fall back on our training,” he said. “We don’t 
have to wonder what the guys next to us are 


doing, that’s where teamwork is key.” 

As the “last of the first regime” prepares to 
head home in August, the rest of the squadron 
is confident the next team will work as well 
together. 

“The wheel is going to turn regardless, it 
might slow down but it’s never going to stop,” 
Staff Set. Jonathan Lynn, 407th ESFS fire team 
leader (MK-19 automatic grenade launcher). 


Photo by Airman 1st Class Kara Philp 
A THEY’RE HERE! Staff Sgt. Gerald Givens, 407th Expeditionary Services Squadron first 
cook, serves breakfast to Bruce Rolfson, Air Force Times senior writer, Tuesday. Rolfson came 
here after visiting both Kirkuk and Baghdad and interviewed local personnel involved in a wide 
range of missions ranging from security to quality-of-life. 
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. ) About the Italian Flag: The Italian flag consists of three 
This Week S equal vertical bands of green, white, and red. It is simi- 
Coalition Force Profile: lar to the flag of Ireland, which is longer and is green, 
white, and orange. The design was inspired by the 
Italian Alr Force French flag brought to Italy by Napoleon in 1797. 
Coalition Country Name: Enlisted Ranks Officer Ranks 
Conventional long form: /talian Republic 
Conventional short form: Italy 
Local long form: Repubblica Italiana | 





Former: Kingdom of Italy 
Local short form: /talia Aviere Scelto a 
Airman Maresciallo Di 3 Classe Sottotenente 


Coalition Government Type: Warrent Officer 3rd Class 2nd Lieutenant 





Republic 
Capital: 
name 1st Aviere 
Tallil Unit Airman 1st Class C= 
allil Unit: . ; 
M llo Di 2 Cl 
6th R.O.A. aresciallo Di 2 Classe 


Warrent Officer 2nd Class 
1st Lieutenant 


Detachment Size: 
Approximately 240 personnel 





Aviere Capo 
Equipment: Senior Airman 


HH-3F 





Maresciallo Di 1 Classe 
Mission: Warrent Officer 1st Class 
The personnel 
assigned to the 6th 
R.O.A. are respon- 
sible for performing 
medical evacuation 
and CASEVAC alert 
missions. In addition, 
the unit participates 
in assigned Special 
Operations missions 
and convoy escort 
missions. The 6th 
R.O.A. also partici- 
pates in Joint Combined Combat Training while assigned to support 
operations here at Tallil Air Base. 





Captain 


Aviere Capo Scelto 
Chief Airman 





1st Maresciallo 
Chief Warrent Officer 








1st Aviere Capo 
Corporal 


1st Capitano 
1st Captain 





1st Maresciallo 

Con Qualifica 

Di Luogotenente 
Chief Warrent Officer 
Qualified as 

2nd Lieutenant 





1st Aviere 
Capo Scelto 
Senior Chief Airman 


Background: 

Italy became a nation-state in 1861 when the city-states of the 
peninsula, along with Sardinia and Sicily, were united under King 
Victor Emmanuel. An era of parliamentary government came to a 
close in the early 1920s when Benito Mussolini established a 
Fascist dictatorship lasting until the end of World War Il. A 
democratic republic replaced the monarchy in 1946 and economic 
revival followed. Italy was a charter member of NATO and the 
European Economic Community. It has been at the forefront of 
European economic and political unification, joining the European 
Monetary Union in 1999. 








Tenente Colonello 
Lieutenant Colonel 





(Background Information: *CIA World Fact Book) 
Sergente Maggiore 
Sergeant Major 





Colonello 
Colonel 





Sergente Maggiore 
Capo 
Sergeant Major 





by Master Sgt. Don Perrien 
407th AEG Public Affairs 
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DoD Cites ‘Profound Gratitude’ for Hope’s Troop Tours 


_] Beloved entertainer 
passes away at 100 


by Gerry J. Gilmore 


Armed Forces Press Service 


WASHINGTON, July 28, 
2003 - The King (of Comedy) 
is dead. Long live the King. 

Such might be the public re- 
action to news that American 
comedy giant Bob Hope had 
died of pneumonia July 27 at his 
Toluca Lake, Calif., home at age 
100. 

Yet, perhaps no other orga- 
nization mourns Hope’s passing 
more than the Pentagon, for 
whom the British-born come- 
dian undertook numerous — 
and often dangerous — overseas 
tours to entertain U.S. troops 
between 1943 during World War 
II to his last in 1990, just be- 
fore Operation Desert Storm. 

In a July 28 statement, the 
Defense Department cited 
Hope’s death as “the loss of a 
true American patriot.” 

The comedian, the statement 
continued, “Holds a special 
place in the national security 
pantheon.” 

Hope, according to DoD, 
“called the troops ‘his best 
friends,’ and he made it his mis- 
sion to be with them wherever 
they served, regardless of dis- 
tance or danger.” 


Hope was born Leslie 
Townes Hope in Eltham, En- 
gland, on May 29, 1903. His 
family immigrated to America in 
1907. He became a star on 
vaudeville, Broadway, radio, 
and in movies and television - 
and a hero to U.S. servicemen 
and women. 

The comedian became fa- 
mous for flourishing a golf club 
during his comedy act. But 
Hope also became well-known 
as a patriot who’d over the last 
six decades risked his life to 
visit with and entertain more 
than 12 million U.S. servicemen 
and women during 700 trips 
stateside and overseas in peace 
and war. 

Give Thanks America, a na- 
tional initiative co-sponsored 
by DoD, Hewlett- Packard and 
Sorenson Media, has saluted 
Hope, showing historical video 
clips from his trips on its Web 
site. 

After the allies’ victory over 
the Axis powers in 1945, Hope 
continuing entertaining service 
members throughout the Cold 
War. He made numerous visits 
to overseas U.S. troops during 
the Vietnam War. 

Hope made his last troop 
visit at Christmas in 1990, when 
he cheered American service 
members in Saudi Arabia during 
Operation Desert Shield, right 


Phote By Senior Airman Karolina Gmyrek 
A BIRTHDAY BASH: Members of the British coalition forces enjoy a 
slice of cake during the monthly birthday meal hosted here at the Tallil 
Tavern. More than 30 personnel who with July birthdays were treated to 
a special dinner July 24. 





before the launch of Desert 
Storm to liberate Kuwait from 
Iraqi military occupation. 

The comedian was honored 
five times by the U.S. Congress. 
The USNS Bob Hope, a roll-on/ 
roll-off cargo ship, was chris- 
tened in May 1997. Hope also 
had an Air Force C-17 transport 
plane named after him. 

In October 1997, Bob Hope 
was made an honorary veteran 
by both houses of Congress - the 
first time an individual has been 
so honored in U.S. history. 

The DoD statement also cited 
the Pentagon’s “profound grati- 
tude” for Hope’s decades of ser- 
vice to the country, recognizing 
the positive impact he had made 
on military morale over the years. 
DoD also extended its “deepest 
sympathy” to the deceased 
comedian’s family and friends. 

As U.S. service members 
around the world recall Hope’s 


Engineers 
From Page 6 


“For the first three weeks, we 
were fixing ECUs (air condi- 
tioners) with just a Leatherman 
multi-tool.” 

Providing air conditioning to 
critical facilities was one of the 
first priorities of the deployed 
civil engineers. Even though 
the unit arrived before the 
warmest part of the Iraqi 
summer, the 100 degree-plus 
temperatures were a challenge 
that had to be overcome for the 
base’s mission to be successful. 

“Our first couple of weeks 
here the temperatures weren’t 
as high as they are now,” 
Ellingson said. “But it was still 
over 100 degrees in the 
afternoon, and some of our 
critical-needs facilities such as 
the Predator control facilities 
and medical areas had to be 
taken care of quickly. Once we 
got those taken care of, we 
could focus on making the rest 
of the base better.” 

According to Sergeant 
Ellingson, life in Tallil’s tent 
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A ALEGEND PASSES: Bob Hope 
entertains the troops with a 
monologue in 1990. His final tour, 
at age 90, took him to the Persian 
Gulf and the men and women of 
Operation Desert Storm. Hope died 
this week at his home in California. 


life, they’re also likely to utter a 
sentimental phrase the comedian 
sang in his act: “Thanks for the 
memories.” 


city and work areas used to be 
a bit more dusty and difficult. 

“T remember not too long 
ago, we only got showers once 
every other day,” he said. “We 
did that for about a month, 
maybe a month and a half. 
Let’s just say the people 
coming in on this rotation will 
have it a lot better than we had 
it then.” 

Ellingson and a large 
number of the 407th ECES are 
scheduled to rotate back home 
to South Dakota over the next 
week. The Tallil they leave 
behind is much different than 
the one they arrived at. The 
outside temperatures are still 
hot and the dust is still here, 
but the landscape doesn’t look 
as barren as the moon anymore. 

“T hope the people coming 
in have an appreciation for 
what’s been done here,” Chief 
Miller said. “It’s easy to take 
the little things like running 
water and air conditioning for 
granted, but without the hard 
work of the folks in this 
squadron, none of it would be 
here at Tallil now.” 
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Intramural volleyball set to begin 


_] Preseason action already 
underway; regular season 
begins this week 


by Airman 1st Class 
Jessica Snow 


407th Expeditionary Services Squadron 





Photo by Senior Airman Karolina Gmyrek 
A HEADS UP: Staff Sgt. Rutorrestt “Skinny” Larsen, 407th AEG Staff, 
spikes the ball into the net during pre-season action at the Tent City Volley- 
ball Court Wednesday. Regular season intramural play is scheduled to be- 
gin later this week. Contact your unit’s sport representative for details. 
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BEST 


— Give Us Your — 


SHOT 


Here’s How: 

We want to see Tallil Air 
Base and the surrounding areas 
from the inside and out and we 
need your help. If you’ve got a 
digital camera, then we want to 
talk to you! 

Send us your best digital 
photo for the week and we'll 
chose the top shots to be 
published in the next issue of the 
Tallil Times. 

When submitting photos, 
make sure they are of reasonable 
quality and in any PC compact- 
ible format. Next, make sure you 
provide us with an accurate 
description of the event and 
COMPLETE names of all 
persons pictured. 

Photos without complete 
information cannot be 
considered. Photos must be in 
good taste and not compromise 
safety or security in any manner. 

If you have questions, 
contact the Public Affairs Office 
at DSN 459-0014 or send your 
questions directly to 
tallil.times@tlab.aorcentaf.af.mil. 





